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M I NUTES

Meeting Held ln
Governorrs Conference Room

State Capi tol
Bismarck, North Dakota

Nove¡¡ber 7, 1977

The North Dakota State l,later Commission
held a special meeting on November /, 1977, in the Governorrs Conference Roorn

at the Stâte Capîtol, Bismarck, North Dakota. Governor-Chaîrman, Arthur A.
Link, called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and requested Secretary Vernon
Fahy to present the agenda.

MEHBERS PRESENT:
ÃFfr'ffi-i n-6 Gove rno r-C ha i rma n

Richard Gallagher, Vice Chairman, Handan
Alvin Kramer, l{ember f rom l{inot
Arthur Lanz, ilember from Devils Lake
Arlene tlilhelm, Mernber from Dickinson
Myron Just, Cormissioner, Department of Agriculture, Bismarck
Vernon Fahy, Secretary and State Engineer, North Dakota State

Water Cornmission, Bismarck

MEI{BERS ABSENT:
Gordon Gray, Hember from Val ley City

OTHERS PRESENT:
SñãtæEñTips, Ghai rmân, Senate Appropriat¡ons Cormittee
Representative Vernon l,lagner, Ghai rman, House Appropriations Cormi ttee
Herbert Thorndahl, Bank of North Dakota
Haurice Cook, Bank of North Dakota
tJi I I iam Frltz, Ramsey County l,Jater l'lanagønent D

Floyd Strorrne, Ramsey County Water l{anagement D

F. E. Foughty, Ramsey County ldater Management D

Robert Garske, Ramsey County Llater Managønent D

Leo Beauclair, Ramsey County LJater l{anagement District
Charles Metzger, Natural Resources Coordlnator
Representative Charles Mertens, l5th D¡strict
Representative Gordon Berg, l5th DistrÎct
senator Kent Jones' l5th District
Richard Hoge, Cavalier County lJater Management Distríct
State l{ater Cormission Staff l'lembers
News Media

Attendance Regíster îs on file in the State Water Commission office for the
meeting held Ñove¡nber 7,1977 Giled with official copy of minutes).

The proceedings of this meeting were tape recorded to assist in compi lation
of minutes.
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DEVILS LAKE BASIN Secretary Fahy revíewed the past history
CHANNEL rrArr of Devïls Lake Basin planning and the
(swc Project No. 842) proposal for Channel rrArr to route flood

waters directly fronr Dry Lake to Devils
Lake, thus eliminating an agricultural flooding problem. He noted the l8-month
study by the Basin Advisory Committee, formed by legislative action, and their
recornmendations to construct the channel flood control proJect. He further
reviewed the actions taken by the Legislature in 1977 to appropriate $600,000 in
the Cormission budget for the project and the subsequent actions by the CavalÎer
and Ramsey l{ater Management Distrîcts to secure local financing for the project
through the sale of bonds to be paid by special assessments.

Secretary Fahy then presented a request
by the l¡rater Hanagement Districts involved for the Commission to remit the
entire $6001000 state portion at this time. The request was made because,
after the construction of the project had started, a legal action taken by the
National !r¡ldlife Federation delayed the sale of revenue bonds and left the
local sponsors with no means to make partial contract Payments.

Discussions followed regarding legislative
intent in the CormÌssionrs line item $6001000 appropriation and other matters
pertaining to possible solutions or alternative financing through Bank of North
Dakota bondlng author¡ty.

Senator Evan Lips and Representative
Vernon l,lagner reviewed legislative actions and could see no violation of legislative
întent if the Conmission should approve lump sum payment of the appropriatlon
at this stage of the project.

0ther discussions fol lowed regarding
legal actîons pending and hour the local sponsors had initiated the project
using proper procedures and author¡zations.

It was moved by Conmissioner Lanz and seconded
by Conmissioner Just to authorize the State
EngÎneer to modify the contract for the
Commission to participate in the construction
of the Channel rrArrproject ¡n the Devils Lake
Basin in order to provide for the payment of up to
$6001000 ln advance of the complet¡on of the
project as anticipated in the original contract.
All me¡nbers voted aye and the motÍon carried.
A copy of the modified contract ¡s attached
hereto and labeled as APPENDIX rrArr.

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

A r n rnan

ATTEST:

,

non tate neer Secreta ry
November 7, 1977
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APPENDIX IIAII 204

Cost Participation By The
North Dakota State LJater

Cormisslon for the Construct¡on
of Channel rrArr in Ramsey County

THIS HODIFIES the Agreement between the North Dakota Stàte hfater Cormission,

hereinafter referred to as the Convnission, actlng through the State Englneer,

Vern Fahy; the Board of Co¡missioners, Ramsey County ì.later Management District,

act¡ng through its chairman, Robert Garske; and the Cavalier County tdater Hanage-

ment D¡str¡ct, ¿rcting through its châirman, l.Jayne Flom.

The last sentence to Article V is hereby deleted.

The last sentence to Article Vl îs hereby deleted.

A paragraph two is added to Art¡cle it l:
ttz. The operation of any gate or control structure must be approved

by the State Engineer.rl

DATE: NORTH DAKOTA STATE U'ATER COMMISSION
By:

TO

NT

November 10, 1977 l-^^tJ.l--
Vern Fahy UState Engineer and Secretary

DATE: EOARD OF COMHISSIONERS
RAMSEY COUNTY WATER T.IANAGEMENT DISTRICT
By:

BOARD OF COHHISSIONERS
CAVALI ER COUNTY T.IATER I'IANAGEMENT DI STRICT
By:

November 7, 1977

DATE:

')

November I 1977 (
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