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STATE bJATER CONSERVATI ON COI'IM I SSI ON

HINUTES OF I,IEETING

Held in Office of State Water Conmission
Blsmarck, North Dakota

October 7, 1959

A regular meeting of the North Dakota State bJater Conservation Conrnission
was ãalled to orãer on Qctober 7, \959 in the office of the Commission,
State Capitol Building, to consider routine business matters. The follow-
ing were present:

I.IEMBERS OF THE STATE T.IATER COI'IHISSION:

Earl e F Tuckeç Vi ce Chal rman, Bi smarck
Einar Dahl, Member from llatford City
Oscar Lunseth, Mernber from Grand Forks
A. R. Weinhandl, Hember from Minot
Hath Dahl, Cormissioner of Agriculture ê Labor, Bismarck
Hilo l,J. Hoisveen, Secretary E Chief Engineer, State Engineer, Bismarck

OTHERS PRESENT:

J. C. Eaton, Denbigh
Rlchard 0ium, Towner

The meeting hras called to order by Vice Ghairman Earle F. Tucker êt 3:00 p.m.

with Commissioners Einar Dahl, t'lath Dahì, A. R. Weinhandl, Oscar Lunseth
and Secretary Hoisveen Present.

REPA|REAToNMessrs.J.c.EatonandRichard0iumappearedon
DAl4behalfoftheEatonFloodlrrigationDlstrict

pertaining to repair work on the Eaton Dam'

Secretary Hoisveen stated ih-t th. Eaton Dam was constructed about 1936 with
p"Ol ¡c vórls f unds, and the local PeoPle supplyi ng 6t/" of the cost' lt was

tonstructed under the direction of the State Engineerrs Department at that
time. They are now irrigating about 8o0o acres. Ì{ater is diverted into
irfornarunir. The struciu.t it quite different from any other dam constructed
in North Dakota, as it is made from a series of I tubes six feet in diameter'
The lower tube is leaking at present. This is causing considerable erosion
of the material constitrõing ih" ¿"t. The Conunlssion did some work on this
dam about a year ago and thã present trouble could be traceable to some

blasting the "r.r, ãid at that time in accordance with requests fron the
local l.ãpr"r.n tatives. The condition of the lower tube cannot be

determined until some of the loose fill materials are removed and we enter
the structure. The project deserves consideration. The leaky pipe could
be repai red wi th contreie and Pneumatl cal I y seal ed. Hr. Eaton expl ai ned

the difficuìtles in the dam ani what ¡'¡ould be necessary to make the dam

¡vorkable. He felt the gate should be mounted on the exter¡or and set in
concrete. Hr. Eaton toút¿ Iike to have whatever diameter pipe possibie
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which could be inserted ln the present p¡pe. A cost estlmate has been made

by Assistant State Englneer Tlrm. An accurate est¡mate ls difficult to
make until the situatlon has been explored in the Înterior of the dam.
Discussion on Pond l. The cost estimate that was made dld not include any
r+ork on Pond l. The cost estimate for the repair of Eaton Dam was fixed at
$14,300. A crew will be ready to take over in a short time.

l{r. Eaton also stated that in 1934 e survey was
made and bench marks were set up. Since that time these bench marks have
disappeared and there is nothing to go on.

The Commiss¡onrs participation in the dam would
be on a 50-50 basis, unless there is another group who uould participate
also. lt was moved by Commissioner Lunseth and seconded by Commiss¡oner
Hath Dahl that the Commission participate in the Eaton Dam construction
and survey on e 50-50 basis. A voice vote was taken and all corunissioners
voted ay and sa¡d motion was carried.

APPROVAL OF lt was moved by Conmissioner Einar Dahl and

IIINUTES seconded by Conrnissioner Lunseth that the
minutes of the August 28, 1959 meeting be

approved and filed in the office of the State ÌJater Conservation Cormis-
sion. All mernbers voted aye and said motion was carried,

F!MNCIAL STATE- Commissioner Tucker made a motion ¡vhich was

MENTS FOR AUGUST seconded by Conmissioner Math Dahl that the
AND SEPTEMBER Financial Statements for August and September

1959 be approved. All commission mernbers

voted aye and said motion was carried.

DRAINAGE AND A ìetter was read from the Èlaple River t{ater
I,TATERSHED Conservation and Flood Control District request-
PRoJECTS ing aid from the State Llater commission in con-

nection with the watershed project. Their Pro-
ject is being carried on with the cooperetion of the Soil Conservation
Service. Several other such requests have been received in recent years'
Secretary Hoisveen stated that he did not give the district encouragement
as to the Corrnissionrs partlcipation in this project as the Corrnission had

previously expressed concern over participation in the right-of-way purchases
än legal drains as well as watershed projects. Mr. Hoisveen was reques,ted
to obtaln a list of the watershed projects wt¡ich were reviewed by the
Gonmission in the April 10, 1959 meeting. The following list was again
reviewed by the Commission members. Th¡rty-three projects were listed as

being uncier construction or proposed for construction. The projects are
as fol lows:



yatsr3h.d Acrcs County Sponsoring Locrl 0rganlzatlons ¡l for
oPcrat I ons F¡d¡r¡l þn-fcdcr¡l Totll

Eln Rivcr

Srrn-
luff¡lo

Tsr¡kon

ll ld Ricc
Gr¡ok

221,6*

mt,520

9r,782

Tr¡l I I
¡SC¡¡l ¡
C¡¡r

C¡¡c

S-rgont 
'1l.Drk.

Ìl¡r¡h¡l I ,
S.D¡k.

7-7-58

5-t6-58

z-2-59

ç762,608

1717,299

1r2o,299

1762,710

$goo,806

$411 ,¡É6

$t,489,t18

ll,6t8,095

9 951,785

lt ,2t8,290*

lj..t Tr¡fll SCD,Errt fr¡ll SCD,

St.rL gounty 3CD,Tr¡l I I County
Uctar Conscrvrtlør ¡nd Flood
Contro¡ Dl3trlct

l{çlr Rivcr SCD,lbrtlur¡t Cr¡r
SCD, Rush Rlvcr SGD'Southc.st
C¡¡s SCD. l{eplc Rlvrr U¡tcr Gon-
scrv¡tlon t Flood Control Dlstrlct

Yi ld Rlc¡ SCD,S¡rgont Coúnty Yrt.r
Con¡crv¡tlon 3 Flood Control Dl¡-
tt¡ctr ltrr3hrll CountY SCD

ztt,522 Srrgcnt,
ll.D*.

llarrh¡l I ,
S'D'k'

YiB Rlco SGD,Srrgcnt Gounty SGD, 6-19-5E 1617'929 1576,t61
Srrgant Cosnty y¡tar Conscrvatlon
¡nd Flood Control l¡¡strlct ,
tlrr¡hrl I Gounty SCD

rrylld Rlcc Grrtk projæt is partly in tlorth D¡kot¡ ¡nd p.rtlY ¡n South Drkot¡. Fcdcr¡l
cost for thc portlbn ln l,lorth'O¡koia ls Gtotlmltcd tt $,1r.930 rnd thc non'Fcdcr¡l co¡t
lr Gstlnrtcd .t $155,053.

Þ
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Six other watersheds have been approved for planning. The names, size in acres
location by county, and the date planning was authorized are:

Date authorized
for planninqWatershed

Louse Creek

El kCreek-Storm Lake

North Branch, Forest
River

n¡ ddl e-South Branch
Forcst River

North Wal hal I a
Tributaries of the

Pembina River

Area Acres

240,000

2t 0 000

I ì9,600

I 90,886

48, I 00

County

G rant
Morton

Ri ch I and
Sa rgent
Ransom

lJal sh

I'lal sh
Grand Forks

lJalsh
Nel son
Grand Forks

Pembi na
Caval i er

Lower Forest River 24o,7oo

4-15-55

6-20-56

4-30-57

8-t -57

8-t -57

8- | -57

Planning ass¡stance has been terminated on the Louse Creek ÙJatershed because a
feasible watershed pìan could not be developed at this time. Planning has
been suspended on the Elk Creek-Storm Lake l,latershed because of Ìnadequate
local interest. Studies necessary for the development of a uork plan are
under hrey on the other watersheds.

Twenty-trao other appìicat¡ons for assistance have been received from North
Dakota. Their names, size, locatîon by county, and the date received are
as fol lows:

Si ze Date
l,latershed (acres ) County Recei ved

Antel ope

Crooked Creek

Duck creek

Edmore Coulee

Flood Plains of
Park Ri ver

237 ,320

I I 0,000

I t 6,480

237,t*O

Richland

Sargent

Adams

2-7-55

2-7 -55

2-7 -55

3-29-56Rams
nda

ey, Caval ier
lJal sh

233,330 Pernbi na,ù,lal sh 4-15-57
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l/at,ershed
Size

lac res ) County
Date

Rece i ved

Lower Maple River

Lower Turtle River

249,000

2t6,600

86,400

2l I ,8¿{O

ì t{4 813

137 ,600

t gg,680

127,600

195,20O

243,302

244,000

I 40,800

149,320

223,000

115,000

Barnes , Ransom
and C¿ss

Grand Forks

D i ckey
LaMoure

Cass, Barnes

Caval i er,
Pe¡nb i na

Botti neau, Mc-
Henry, Rol ette

Bottineau, l,lc-
Hen ry , Ro I ette

Grand Forks
LJal sh

0l iver, l4orton

Caval i er, Pern-
bí na, t{al sh

Ramsey,Caval ier

Barnes, Cass ,
Steel e

Grand Forks

Renviì le,I,/ard

SargentrN.D.
Marshall,S.D.

Ri ch I and

2-7 -55

6-18-56

7 -6-56

2-7 -55

\-15-57

2-7-55

2-7 -55

6-t 8-56

2-7-55

4-t5-57

2-7-55

2-7 -55

6-l 8-56

6-l 8-56

2-7 -55

2-7-55

2-7 -55

l{aple River
(VJest Branch)

I'l¡ddle Haple River

North Branch of the
Park River

Oak Creek

0x Creek

Sal t Lake Branch-
Forest Rïver

Square Butte Creek

South Branch of the
Park Ri ver

Starkweather Coulee

Upper l'laple River

Upper Turtle River

Upper l/est Souris River

Vebl en

lr¡ld R¡ce I'Brr

lJil low Creek

230,000

t 66,400 Bott i neau
Rolette, McHenry

To the above list should be added the Tongue River l,latershed Project
deslgnated as elîgible for Federal ass¡stance under the hratershed Protection
item in the appropriation bîìl for fiscal year 1954. This project_is located
in Cavalier and Pembina Cojntles and ùúas one of the or¡9¡nal 58 pilot
projects for watershed development



RESOLUTION GOVERN¡NG
PARTICI PATION IN
R I GHTS-OF.}IAY AND

DRAI NAGE CLEAN OUTS

PATTERSON LAND

COI.IPANY T.JATER

RIGHT #8OO

Dahl that the following
resol ution h,as adopted.

RESOLUT ] ON

¡ltlEREAS, the State llater Conservation Commission has received numerous
requests to partlclpate in the cost of acquiring rights-of-way for drains
and watershed projects and also to participate ln the cost of cleaning out
dral ns, and

ITHEREAS, perticipation in meetlng such costs would reduce the amount
approprlated to the Commission for partícipation in the construction of
other urgently needed vúeter projects to such an extent that funds would
no longer be available for participatlon In the construction thereof.

THEREFORE, BE lT RES0LVED that the funds appropriated to the Conmls-
slon for partacipatlon with local interests in meeting the cost of water
projects shall not be used for acquisition of rights-of-way for dralns
or watershed projects nor for malntenance or cleaning out dra¡ns but that
participation by this Conunission in drainage projects shall only be con-
fined to construction of draíns for dralnage of farm lands.

ELLENDALE - Dr. Oster, council mernber from Ellendale called
SURFACE DAil e CUT the Commlssion office relative to incorporatlng
OFF STRUCTURE lN an underground dam with the cooperative survey
STONY CREEK being made by the Commission and the GIty at

the present sîte. Secretary Holsveen stated
that he had called Governor Davis relative to the urgency of the matter and
It was agreed to go ahead although the Cormission¡s partlcipation was
limited to $1,500. The investigation of the Commission showed the crew
would be required to go down about 24 îeet to cut off the flow ef Stony
Creek. The City of Ellendale is pumping the under ground stream which
lies below Stony Creek. The cut off trench in Stony Creek was the
Commission's inltial proposal as it r¡puld provide an opportun¡ty to
lmpound !ìrater. lt was found necessary, in view of the large quentity of
boulders in the creek bed and below the surface to go through the rock
and intercept the clay. lt will be necessary to put in a clay core în
Stony Creek to effect the cut off. This project will undoubtedly run
sornewhere around $6000, ¡f a surface dam ls constructed but there is no
¡ushabout thet et this time. A n additional $1,500 is needed on a matched
basls to accomplish this work. lt was moved by Conmissioner Lunseth and
seconded by Commissloner Math Dahl that the Commission agrees to participate
up to $1,500. All commission mernbers voted aye and the motion was carrled.

I t5

The consensus of oplníon vras that participation in
those projects r^puld reduce the Commission fund to
such a degree it rrcul d be ineffecti ve in produci ng
other worthwhile proJects. lt was moved by Corunls-
sioner I'let nhandl and seconded by Commlssioner Einar

resolution be adopted. All members voted aye and the

Conmissioner l{ath Dahl brought up the matter of the
rejectlon of the water rlght of the Patterson Land
Company on Apple Creek. He stated that Mr.
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Duemeland stated that the water is not to come out of Apple Creek but from
ponds on thelr land. The map furnlshed by the Patterson Land Company does

not Índlcate that the water ls to be taken from thelr ponds. Secretary
Holsveen is to investigate the matter.

cHAl N LAKES REQUEST The marter of.the ilauvais coulee Dralnage Proj ect
(LAKE IRVINE-LAKE was brought to the attentlon of the Commission.
ÀlfCf) The problern area lies between Devils Lake end

the Churchs Ferry area. The Chain Lakës llater
Conservation and Flood Control Dlstrict proposes to construct a portion of the
channel and dîke from the outlet of Lake lrvine to the Great Northern Railroad
embankment. The Commlssion had previously surveyed and studied the construc-
tion from Lake lrvlne to Devils Lake. The Dlstrict has easernents as far as

the Great Northern Ratlroad. They feel that by starting such project that it
would enhance their opportunity to obtain easernents further down the coulee.
The Commission has prepared cross sectlons and are Preparing speciflcations
so the District can let blds on this project. They are requestlng partlcipa-
tìon on the part of the Gommission. Th¡s is not a full project. lt probably
wlll Involvsa total expendlture of $16,000. They rrould like to have the Com-

misslon participate on a Adl" basis on a figure of $16,000 to $20'000. The

Gonmîssibn cooperated by putting in a control structure which is not being
used but whlch wlll be used when thls segment of the project is complete- lt
was moved by Commissioner Lunseth and seconded by Conmlssioner [Jeinhandl
that the Colrmisslon partlcipate on a l+t/o basis uP to the railroad tracks.
All commlssion members voted aye and the motion vras carrled.

PURCHASE OF The Commission has a 1957 Plymouth car' lt would
AUTOÌiOB|LE cost $165 to repalr the car and put it in good

worki ng order. I t bras thought that maybe the
Commission members would consider purchasing a neh, car or statlon bragon, using
thls car as a trade-in. lt was moved by Cornmlssioner Lunseth and seconded by

Commlssloner Einar Dahl that Secretary HoÌsveen and Cormissloner Earle Tucker
be authorîzed to investigate the purchase of a new car, using the 1957
plymouth as a tradlng stock. All commissíon mernbers voted aye and the motion
was carried.

SALTNE A conmittee from the Department of lnterlor' Offíce
}TATER of Sallnewater, ldashlngton, D.c., is selectlng

a slte to denronsträte its sal ine plant program-
The sites chosen ln North Dakota are Ellendale and Devils Lake. There is also
a proposed slte at lJebster, South Dakota. A me¡nber of the Commission staff
wlil meet thls commlttee at Ellendale and take them to Devils Lake.

NATIONAL The National Reclamatlon Association wlll hold a
RECLAHATION meeting ln Denver on October 27,28,29 and 30.
ASSOCÍATION Usually the Commisslon has authorized the mernbers
REPRESENTATION of the l,later Commlssion to attend this meeting.

It was moved by Commíssi'oner Lunseth and seconded
by Commlssioner Ueinhandì that âny of the commlssion members wfio can get alray
be authorized to attend the convention of the Natlonal Reclamatlon Association
to be held In Denver. All members voted aye and the motion was carried.
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HISSOURI BASIN The l,lissourl Basin lnter-Agency meeting is beîng
INTER-AGENCY held in lrlatertown, South Dakota on October 15.
COHI{|SSION Governor Davls is flylng down ln the National
l.tEETlNG Guard plane and will be back the same day. lt was

members attend rhrs meet'"n.'u8:;;iil'å131,";":lÏ,ï,H;'l:li 3Ío'lå,ffiåi'''"
stated they thought they would be able to attend thls meeting.

EXHIBITS NATI0NAL lt has been customary for the State Uater Conser-
RECLAI{ATION vatlon Cormlssion to have an exhibit at the Natlonal
ASSOCIATt0N Recl amatlon Assoclat¡on Gonventlon. Secretary
CONVENTION Hoisveen asked lf the Commission wished to again

have exhibits at this convention. lt was moved
by Commissioner Lunseth and seconded by Commissioner Einar Dahl that the
State Uater Conservation Cormlssion have an exhibit at the National Reclamatlon
Association Gonvention at Denver. All cormlssion members voted aye and the
motion was carried.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectful ly submi tted,

.hZ lu /J- ,,12.,,þt
XiTo 1,J. Hoìsveãn, Se-etary

ATTEST:

John (.(y'avl s,'Governor
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PERMANENT EIFLOYEES
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NORÏH DAKOTA STATE ìIATER CONSERVATION COfuü,lISSION
PAYROLL

ocToBER 3tr t959
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29 6.25
156.87
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JULT
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INC MART59
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lilc At Gr 59
lNc JULI 59
STA JUL'59
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INC JUL' 59
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LL
I, I 959

46 6.86
222,OO
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15.00
216.00
451,06
58 5.lt 0
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36 5.6 0
3ó 6.40
609.5 0
227.98
231 .5I

3 4.00
258.1O

4,223.7 3
--G--

BURKI|ARDSUE I ER, ALBERT
FLâ¡|AGAÎ.|, RAY

sGtTE |GERT, LTELLA
SILBERNAGEL, .,o8EPH

OPERATOR
DR ILLER
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I.ABORER
LABORER
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OR ILLER
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LAEORER
DR ILI.ER
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TYPI ST
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15
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764.22
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300.6 4
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18 7.03
18 9.6 4
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I
I
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I .60
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6 8.00
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56.60
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