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NO east boulevard	 bismarolt 0110116
701-2211-27011	 north dakota
November 9, 1977

Honorable Arthur A. Link
Governor of North Dakota
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

RE: 1975 - 1977 Biennial Report

Dear Governor Link:

In compliance with North Dakota laws, we transmit for your information and

consideration the Biennial Report of the State Engineer and State Water
Commission for the period July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1977.

Respectively submitted;

Richard P. Gallagher
Vice-Chairman

Alvin Kramer
Gordon Gray
Arthur Lanz
Arlene Wilhelm
Myron Just

Vernon Fahy
Secretary and State Engineer

RG:VF:ME:ch

GOVERNOR ARTHUR A. LINK	 ALVIN A. KRAMER	 ARTHUR J. LANZ	 MYRON JUST, EX-OFFICIO MEMBER
Chairman	 Minot	 Devils Lake	 Comm. of Agriculture

RICHARD P. GALLAGHER	 GORDON K. GRAY	 ARLENE WILHELM	 VERNON FAHY
Vice Chairman-Mandan	 Valley City	 Dickinson	 Secretary & State Engineer
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COMMISSION MEMBERS AS OF JUNE 30, 1977

Commission Members:

Name
	

Position	 Term Ends

Governor Arthur A. Link	 Chairman
Richard P. Gallagher	 Vice Chairman	 July 1, 1979
Alvin A. Kramer	 Member	 July 1, 1979
Gordon K. Gray	 Member	 July 1, 1983
Arthur J. Lanz	 Member	 July 1, 1981
Arlene Wilhelm	 Member	 July 1, 1983
Myron Just	 Ex-Officio Member

COMMISSION MEETINGS

Date
	

Location

September 29-30, 1975 	
November 19, 1975
December 5, 1975
January 22, 1976
January 23, 1976
February 17, 1976
April 21-22, 1976
May 24-25, 1976
July 19-20, 1976
September 27-28, 1976 	
December 7, 1976
February 11, 1977

. March 24, 1977
May 27, 1977

Grand Forks
Beulah
Minot
Hazen

Bismarck .
Fargo

Bismarck
Bismarck

Carrington •
Fargo

Bismarck
Bismarck
Bismarck
Bismarck
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NORTH DAKOTA STATE WATER COMMISSION 

CREATION AND AUTHORITY.--The Commission was created in 1937 by the 25th
Session of the Legislative Assembly. Originally the Commission authorized was
the Governor and six appointed members. In 1939 the Legislature reduced the
number of members to five including the Governor and in 1949 the Commission was
increased in size to seven members like it is at present as mentioned in the
paragraph regarding organization. The Commission meets at regular intervals
at the call of the Chairman in the principal office at Bismarck or at such special
places as may be designated.

OBJECTIVES.--The Commission has authority to investigate, plan, regulate,
undertake, construct, establish, maintain, control, operate and supervise all
works, dams and projects to achieve any of the following objectives: Provide
water supplies for domestic, agricultural, municipal and industrial, irrigation,
recreation and wildlife needs; control stream flow and channeling; provide for
drainage of lands injured by excessive rainfall or water diversions; provide
water for generation of electric power; develop and conserve waters within natural
watersheds and provide for trans-basin diversion if deemed necessary; prepare
and maintain a statewide master plan for future water resources development;
and establish rules and regulations for the control of water supplies in the
State.

ORGANIZATION.--The State Water Commission is located at the State Office
Building near the State Capitol in Bismarck, North Dakota. The Commission is
made up of the Governor as Chairman, the Commissioner of Agriculture as an ex-
officio member and five appointed members who are appointed by the Chairman to.
serve terms of six years each. The terms of office for appointees are so arranged

that one term and not more than two terms shall expire on the first day of July
of each odd numbered year. The Commission appoints a Secretary-Chief Engineer
as their executive officer and he employs a staff as may be needed.

ACTIVITIES.--In light of the responsibilities delegated by the State Leg-
islature, the State Water Commission has promulgated a comprehensive state water
resources program as follows:

1. Administration of the State's water laws and representation of the
State's interest in water on federal and international levels;

2. Preparation and maintenance of a statewide master plan for future
water resources development, including the collection of basic data;

3. Investigation and direction of planning of the development of water
resources projects in accordance with the master plan;

4. Coordination of the program and projects of federal, state and local
agencies in water resources planning and development and research; and coopera-
tion with water management and other entities in planning and completing water
resources development projects;
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5. Organization of various types of legal entities through which water
resources projects can be completed and operated;

6. Construction and repair of dams, drains and other water management
facilities;

7. Appearances before federal agencies and congressional committees rela-
tive to appropriations and enactment of proposed legislation that may aid or
oppose the state water resources development program;

8. Investigate or determine the ground-water availability in the state
for municipal, agricultural and industrial uses; and

9. The Commission participates financially through a "contract fund" in
water resources projects sponsored by legal entities. The amount of partici-
pation is determined for each individual project with considerations given to
the need of the project and the availability of financial contributions by other
agencies and entities. Usually the amount of financial participation by the
Commission is based upon the following guidelines.

Municipal water supply
• Legal drains

County ground-water surveys
Recreation reservoirs
Multi purpose reservoirs
Flood control projects

50 percent
40 percent
28 percent-
20 percent
25 percent
40 percent

PUBLICATIONS.--A list of publications is available at the Commission office.
located in the State Office Building, Bismarck, North Dakota 58501.
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SUMMARY

WATER PERMITS

Pending From Fiscal Year 1975

APPLICATIONS WITH PENDING STATUS FROM FISCAL YEAR 1975 	  87

APPLICATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN APPROVED 	  49

APPLICATIONS REMAINING IN PENDING STATUS 	  38

Irrigation - Pending From FY 1975 	  71

Acre-Feet Requested 	  37,515.0

Acres Requested 	  21,922.98

Acre-Feet Approved 	  14,298.6

Acres Approved 	  10,204.6

Acre-Feet Requested (Remaining Pending) 	 18,990.8

Acres Requested (Remaining Pending) 	  8,045.7

Municipal - Pending From FY 1975 	  4

Acre-Feet Requested 	  1,541.12

Acre-Feet Approved 	 	 350.0
Acre-Feet Requested (Remaining Pending) 	  1,191.12

Industrial - Pending From FY 1975 	  8

Acre-Feet Requested 	 252,308.03

Acre-Feet Approved 	  20,205.03

Acre-Feet Requested (Remaining Pending) 	 232,103.0

Municipal (Rural Domestic) - Pending From FY 1975 	  4

Acre-Feet Requested 	  1,410.0

Acre-Feet Approved 	  1,410.0

Acre-Feet Requested (Remaining Pending) 	

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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SUMMARY

WATER PERMITS

For . Period July 1, 1975. 	 Through June 30, 1977

APPLICATIONS FILED 	  630
APPLICATIONS APPROVED' 	  261
APPLICATIONS (PORTION OF REQUEST APPROVED) 	  62
APPLICATIONS WITHDRAWN 	 	 3
APPLICATIONS PENDING 	  304

Irrigation - Filed 	  541
Acre-Feet Requested 	  279,463.61
Acres Requested 	  166,897.59

Irrigation - Approved 	  207
- Portion Approved 	  62

Acre-Feet Approved 	  78,787.17
Acre-Feet Held in Abeyance 	  46,716.69

Acres Approved 	  53,335.78

Municipal - Filed 	  36
Acre-Feet Requested 	 	 6,329.8

Municipal - Approved 	  20

Acre-Feet Approved 	 	 4,809.3

Recreation - Filed 	 	 7
Acre-Feet Storage Requested 	 	 612.37
Acre-Feet Annual Use Requested 	 	 4,072.7

Recreation - Approved 	  4
Acre-Feet Storage Approved 	 	 473.77
Acre-Feet Annual Use Approved 	 	 301.87

Stockwater, Fish and Wildlife - Filed 	  3
Acre-Feet Storage Requested 	 	 134.6
Acre-Feet Annual Use Requested 	 	 68.4

Stockwater, Fish and Wildlife - Approved 	  0

Acre-Feet Storage Approved 	

Acre-Feet Annual Use Approved 	

Industrial - Filed 	  20

Acre-Feet Storage Requested 	 	 98.4
Acre-Feet Annual Use Requested 	 	 2,160.1452

Industrial - Approved 	  14

Acre-Feet Storage Approved 	
Acre-Feet Annual Use Approved 	 	 1,207.1452
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Municipal (Rural Domestic) - Filed 	  20
'Acre-Feet Requested 	  5,443..69.

p.	 •
'	 tO
Municiipal (Rural Domestic) - Approved 	  13
Acre-Feet , Approved 	  3,744.89
Acre-Feet Held in Abeyance :-.:„. 	 	 105.0 	'
• 1	 .

t
Flood : ContrOl - Filed 	  3
Acre-Feet Storage Requested 	 14,014.0

• Acre-Feet Annual Use Requested 	  • 534.0

Flood Control - Approved 	  3
Acre-Feet . Storage • Approved 	 14,014.0
Acre-Feet Annual Use Approved 	 	 534.0

[
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